
Executive 9.09.21

  MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE EXECUTIVE

HELD IN THE REPTON ROOM ON THURSDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2021

Members in attendance:
* Denotes attendance

Ø Denotes apologies for absence
* Cllr K J Baldry * Cllr T R Holway
* Cllr H D Bastone (Vice Chairman) * Cllr N A Hopwood
* Cllr J D Hawkins * Cllr J A Pearce (Chairman)

Also in attendance:
Cllr Birch

Officers in attendance and participating:
All items Chief Executive; Section 151 Officer; Director of Place 

and Enterprise; Monitoring Officer; and Democratic 
Services Manager

E.26/21 MINUTES

The minutes of the Executive meeting held on 8 July 2021 were confirmed 
as a true and correct record.

E.27/21 URGENT BUSINESS

The Chairman advised that she had no items of urgent business for 
consideration at this Special meeting.

E.28/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members and officers were invited to declare any interests in the items 
of business to be considered during the course of this meeting but there 
were none made.

E.29/21 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED

That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local 
Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the 
meeting during consideration of the following item of business as 
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Act is involved.
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E.30/21 PLYMOUTH AND SOUTH DEVON FREEZONE

Consideration was given to an exempt report that sought approval for the 
submission of the Outline Business Case that recognised the costs and 
benefits of the Plymouth and South Devon Freezone.

In discussion, the following points were raised:-

(a) Whilst the project was seen to represent an exciting opportunity, 
Members did also acknowledge that there were a number of 
associated risks that would need to be weighed up before any final 
decisions were taken;

(b) The all Member Briefing that had been held earlier in the morning was 
felt to have been particularly useful.  In recognition of the importance 
of all Members fully understanding the proposals and the significance 
of the project, officers committed to providing regular briefing notes 
and an informal Briefing to all Members prior to any final decision 
being required by Full Council;

(c) Both the Director of Place and Enterprise and Section 151 Officer 
were formally thanked by Members for the immense amount of work 
that they had both put in to reaching this project milestone. 

It was then:

RESOLVED

1. That approval be given to the submission of the Outline 
Business Case (OBC) to Government for the Plymouth and 
South Devon Freezone proposal, including the re-circulation 
of Business Rates from the Freezone to support Freezone job 
creation and activity;

2. That, should the timeline for submission of the OBC be 
changed by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) to a later date, the Director of Place 
and Enterprise be given delegated authority, in consultation 
with the Leader of the Council and the lead Executive 
Member for Economy, to update the OBC as necessary 
ahead of the submission;

3. That it be noted that, subject to OBC approval from 
Government, a Full Business Case will need to be submitted 
before Christmas 2021, finalising the funding arrangements 
(**NB the timeline may be subject to change**); and

4. That it be noted that a further report will be brought back to a 
future meeting of the Executive and Full Council to approve 
the submission of the Full Business Case and associated 
decisions.
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(Meeting commenced at 11:30 am and concluded at 11.45 am)

______________________
Chairman


